Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial executions: thematic work

This document outlines:

1. Thematic areas previously covered in reports to the General Assembly and Human Rights Council (in black); 

2. Thematic areas that we have mentioned or written a small amount on (usually in the context of county reports), but which could be the subject of more extensive research (in blue); and
3. Thematic areas on which we have not written, and on which it might be possible to do future research for thematic reports (in red).

The following major topics are addressed:

1. Use of force during armed conflict;

2. Use of force by law enforcement officials;

3. Use of force in counter-terrorism operations;
4. Killings by non-state actors and affirmative State obligations;
5. Deaths in custody;

6. Investigation and prosecution of killings;

7. Death penalty;

8. Reparation for violations by a State;

9. Victim groups;

10. Mandate and working methods;

11. Other areas. 
	1. Use of force during armed conflict


· Mandate of the Special Rapporteur in armed conflicts (E/CN.4/2005/7, December 2004; A/HRC/4/20, January 2007)

· Relationship between human rights and humanitarian law (E.CN.4/2005/7, December 2004; A/HRC/4/20, January 2007; Israel/Lebanon report)

· IHL and killings by armed opposition groups (E/CN.4/2005/7, December 2004; CAR report; Sri Lanka report; Philippines report; Afghanistan report)
· Armed opposition groups and international actors (reducing killings by rebel forces) (Afghanistan report; Sri Lanka report) 

· Extraterritorial applicability of human rights law (E/CN.4/2005/7, December 2004)
· Humanitarian law obligations and reciprocity (CAR report; Afghanistan report; Israel/Lebanon report)

· Ceasefire agreements and human rights and humanitarian law (Sri Lanka report)
· Methods and means of warfare 
· Mercy killings in armed conflict (A/HRC/4/20, January 2007)
· Cluster bombs (Israel/Lebanon report) 
· Principles of distinction and proportionality; obligation to take precautions (Israel/Lebanon report)
· “Drone” killings 
· IHL relevant to airstrikes (Israel/Lebanon report; Afghanistan report)
· IHL relevant to raids (Afghanistan report)
· Use of perfidy and effects on civilians (Afghanistan report)
· IHL and suicide attacks (Afghanistan report)
· Human shielding (Lebanon/Israel report; Afghanistan report)
· Killings of persons hors de combat (Israel/Lebanon report; CAR report)
· Human rights/humanitarian law obligations in urban counter-insurgency (Afghanistan report)
· Human rights based security sector reform (CAR report)
· Recruitment into the military (CAR report; Afghanistan report)

· IHL training for military officials (CAR report; Philippines report; Afghanistan report)
· Responsibility of states for humanitarian/human rights law violations in joint-military operations
· Responsibility of “host” countries to ensure “visiting” military forces obey humanitarian/human rights law (SOFA issues)
	2. Use of force by law enforcement officials


· Use of force guidelines (A/61/211, September 2006; Nigeria report; will arise in Kenya)

· Shoot to kill policies (E/CN.4/2006/53, March 2006; will arise in Kenya)

· Intentional summary execution of “criminals” (Nigeria report; Guatemala report; Brazil report; Sri Lanka report; will arise in Kenya report)
· Human rights training for police (CAR report)
· Policing gang-controlled areas (Brazil report)
· Police and militias (Brazil report; Afghanistan report)

· Killings by police in the context of extortion (CAR report; Nigeria report)

· Community policing (Nigeria report)

· Use of force during riots; crowd control (Will arise in Kenya report)


· “Less than lethal” weapons

	3. Use of force in counter-terrorism operations
	


· Targeted killings of “terrorists” (E/CN.4/2005/7, December 2004)

· Accountability and transparency in counter-terrorism operations (Philippines report; Afghanistan report)
	4. Killings by non-state actors and affirmative State obligations
	


· Responsibility of States for violations by non-state actors (E/CN.4/2005/7, December 2004; A/61/311, September 2006; A/62/265, August 2007)

· Killings by armed opposition groups (E/CN.4/2005/7, December 2004; A/62/265, August 2007; CAR report; Sri Lanka report; Israel/Lebanon report; Philippines report; Afghanistan report)

· Mandate of the Special Rapporteur and addressing killings by armed opposition groups (A/62/265, August 2007)
· Due diligence and inter-communal/ethnic violence (Nigeria report; will arise in Kenya)

· Death squads and militias and vigilante groups (Philippines report; Brazil report; Nigeria report) 
· “Honour” killings (Asma’s work; Afghanistan report)
· Killings by bandits (CAR report) 
· “Social cleansing” killings  (killings of “social undesirables”) (Guatemala report; Brazil report; Philippines report)

· Witchcraft killings (CAR report)

· “Blood feud” killings (would arise on visit to Albania)

· Killings by corporations (Nigeria report)
· “Domestic” violence killings

	5. Deaths in custody


· Responsibility of states for prevention of deaths in custody (A/61/311, September 2006; Guatemala report; Brazil report)

· Prisoner control of prisons (A/HRC/8/3, May 2008; Guatemela report; Brazil report)
· Monitoring of prisons to reduce killings (CAR report; Brazil report)

· Torture and EJEs in custody (Sri Lanka report; CAR report; Nigeria report) 
· Due diligence and health care for detainees (US report; Nigeria report)

· Guantanamo deaths in custody (US report)

	6. Investigation and prosecution of killings


· Obligation to investigate, prosecute and punish EJEs (all country reports; various communications)
· Commissions of inquiry (A/CN.4/2006/53, March 2006; A/HRC/8/3, May 2008)

· Witness protection programs (A/63/313, August 2008; Philippines report; Guatemala report; Brazil report; Sri Lanka report)
· Police internal affairs (Brazil report; Sri Lanka report; Nigeria report)
· Ombudsmen (Philippines report; Brazil report)
· National police commissions (Sri Lanka report; Nigeria report)

· Courts and impunity (Philippines report; CAR report; Sri Lanka report; Nigeria report)

· Coroners (Nigeria report)
· Relationship between police and prosecutors (Guatemala report; Philippines report; Brazil report; Afghanistan report)

· Corruption and impunity (Guatemala report; CAR report; Afghanistan report)

· Poor forensics and impunity (Guatemala report; Philippines report; Nigeria report; Brazil report; Sri Lanka report)
· Transparency and criminal justice systems (Philippines report) 

· Criminal justice system and the prosecution of military officials (Philippines report; CAR report) 
· Investigation and prosecution issues arising in armed conflict

· Military justice systems (E/CN.4/2006/53, March 2006; A/63/313, August 2008; US report; Afghanistan report
· Accountability for civilian deaths (E/CN.4/2005/7, December 2004; E/CN.4/2006/53, March 2006; and Afghanistan report)
· Command responsibility (Philippines report; CAR report)
· Transparency in armed conflict (Afghanistan report; Philippines report; CAR report)
· Armed opposition groups and their “justice” systems (Philippines report; Sri Lanka report; issue arose in CAR, Afghanistan – not in reports)

· Transitional justice and EJEs

· Amnesties and EJEs (CAR report)
· Obligation to preserve evidence (Afghanistan report)
· Independent or external investigations and monitoring

· Role of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (CAR report; Sri Lanka report)
· National commissions on human rights (Philippines report; Afghanistan report; Sri Lanka report)
· Non-governmental organisations (CAR report)
· The International Criminal Court (CAR report; Sri Lanka report)
· Ceasefire monitoring (Sri Lanka report)
	7. Death Penalty


· Transparency  (E/CN.4/2006/53/Add.3, March 2006)
· Obligation to make public information on the use of the death penalty
· Obligation to provide post-conviction transparency for convicts and families

· Diyah (A/61/311, September 2006)

· Most serious crimes requirement (A/HRC/4/20, January 2007)

· Prohibition on mandatory death penalty (A/HRC/4/20, January 2007)

· Right to seek pardon or commutation (A/HRC/8/3, May 2008)

· Racism and the application of the death penalty (US report)

· Elected judges and the death penalty (US report)
· Access to legal counsel (Nigeria report; US report)
· Due process requirements and the death penalty (Nigeria report; US report; expert declaration in Shell-Nigeria cases)
· Military tribunals and the death penalty (Nigeria report; US report; expert declaration in Shell-Nigeria cases)

· Sharia law and the death penalty (Nigeria report)

· Gender discrimination and the death penalty (zina) (Nigeria report)
· Imposing a moratorium on the death penalty (Afghanistan report)

· Death penalty and juveniles (various communications to Iran; speech to GA 2008)
	8. Reparations for violations by a State


· Compensation for victims of violations during armed conflict (Afghanistan report; US report)
	9. Victim groups


· Civilians in armed conflict (Philippines report; Sri Lanka report; CAR report; Afghanistan report) 
· Refugees and internally displaced persons (A/62/265, August 2007) 

· Women
· Honour killings (Asma’s work; Afghanistan report)
· Witchcraft killings (CAR report)
· “Femicide” (Guatemala report)
· Gender based violence and vigilante groups (Nigeria report)
· “Domestic violence” killings
· Human rights defenders and activists (Guatemela report; Brazil report; Philippines report)

· Indigenous persons (Brazil report)

· Killings in land-use disputes (Philippines report; Brazil report; will arise in Kenya report)

· Alleged criminals (Guatemala report; Brazil report)

· Prisoners (Brazil report; Nigeria report)
· GLBTQ (Guatemala report)

· Journalists (Philippines report; Afghanistan mission [not report])

· Victims of “social cleansing”  (killings of “social undesirables”) (Guatemala report; Brazil report)
· Political assassinations (Nigeria report)
	10. Mandate and working methods


· Developing effective working methods (A/62/265, August 2007)

· Factors hindering the effectiveness of the mandate (A/62/265, August 2007)

· The mandate of the Special Rapporteur in armed conflicts (A/HRC/420, January 2007)
	11. Other areas 


· Responsibilities of foreign donors (Guatemala report; CAR report; Afghanistan report; Nigeria report)
· Responsibility to protect and EJEs
· Responsibilities of foreign states when they train a national military (Afghanistan report; will likely arise in Kenya)
· Obligation to respect and to ensure human rights (CAR report) 
· The role of “soft law” standards (A/61/311, September 2006)
· Genocide and crimes against humanity (E/CN.5/2005/7, December 2004)
· “Security” vs. “human rights” (CAR report; Brazil report) 
